LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
Marsden did not share Colonel Beckwith's happy-go-
lucky view of the situation.   Various warnings he had
received during the morning had made him profoundly
anxious, and he sent a message to the Viceregal Lodge
urging the Lord Lieutenant to come to the Castle. Lord
Hardwicke arrived at a quarter past three, accompanied
by General Fox.  They were informed of the position, as
well as the fact that men had been flocking into Dublin
during the morning.   It was Saturday and market day,
when the city was thronged with farmers and peasants
offering their produce for sale and in the evening crowds
paraded the streets, bent on pleasure and mischief.  The
General's attention was directed to several points that
required immediate consideration, and neither the Vice-
roy nor the Under-Secretary doubted that he would at
once set about taking the necessary precautions.   They
knew that the garrison numbered between three and four
thousand and was quite sufficient to deal with any situation
that might arise.   Lord Hardwicke returned to Phoenix
Park, where the guard had been increased, between five
and six, and Marsden remained in the Castle for the night.
As the evening wore on men crowded into the taverns
near the Library, and the Mansion House was broken into
in the absence of the Lord Mayor and arms stolen from
the hall.   The Manager of the Bank of Ireland sent an
urgent message begging for protection, and magistrates
and captains of yeomanry came to the Castle to know
what they were to do. By ten o'clock the insurgents had
increased in number, and it was seen they were armed
with pikes, were quite undisciplined and wildly bent on
mischief.
Notice of the rising had been conveyed to Lord Kil-
warden, who at once proceeded to Dublin from his house
97                              H